PCT/EP99/01729 


PATENT COOPERATION TR. TY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 

To: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

z4 NovemDer lyyy (z4.M.yy) 


International application No. 
PCT/EP99/01729 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013KWO 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 1999 (17.03.99) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 
27 March 1998 (27.03.98) 

Applicant 

VOLLERT, Henning 


1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 


13 October 1999(13.10.99) 


I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 


2. The election | X [ 

□ 


was not 


made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule32-2(b)- 


The Intemational Bureau of WlPO 

Authorized officer 



34, chemin des Colombettes 

A. Karkachi 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 


2971493 


Copy for the designated Office (DO/US) 

ATENT COOPERATION TRL I'Y 


PCT/EP99/01729 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


POT 

NU 1 IrlLA 1 lUiM nbLA 1 liMU 1 U rnlUnl 1 Y ULAIiVl 

(PCT Rules 26bis.1 and 26bis.2 and 
Adrnini<5trativp ln<;tructions Sections 402 and 4091 

To: 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND 
GMBH 

Patent- und Lizenzabteilung 

Gebaude K 801 

D-65926 Frankfurt am Main 

ALLEMAGNE 

Date of mailing (day/month/year} 
22 June 1999 (22.06.99) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013KWO 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/EP99/01729 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 1999 (17.03.99) 

Applicant 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND GMBH et al 


The applicant is hereby notified of the following in respect of the priority cta!m(s) made in the international application, 

1. [X] Correction of priority claim. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: 14 June 1999 (14.06.99), 

the following priority claim has been corrected to read as follows: 

DE 01 October 1998 (01.10.98) 298 17 526.6 
I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 

2. Q Addition of priority claim. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: , 

the following priority claim has been added: 

I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 

3. 1 I As a result of the correction and/or addition of (a) priority claim{s) under items 1 and/or 2, the (earliest) priority date is: 

4. Q Priority claim considered not to have been made. 

I I The applicant failed to respond to the Invitation under Rule 26bis.2(a) (Form PCT/IB/31 6) withi n the prescribed time limit. 

I I The applicant's notice was received after the expiration of the prescribed time limit under Rule 26bis.1(a). 

I I The applicant's notice failed to correct the priority claim so as to comply with the requirements of Rule 4.10. 

The applicant may, before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed and subject to the 

payment of a fee, request the International Bureau to publish, together with the international application, information 

concerning the priority claim. See Rule 26bis.2{c) and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I, Annex B2(IB). 

5. Q In case where multiple priorities have been claimed, the above item{s) relate to the following priority claim(s): 


6. A copy of this notification has been sent to the receiving Office and 
[X] to the International Searching Authority (where the international search report has not yet been issued). 
[X] the designated Offices (which have already been notified of the receipt of the record copy). 



Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WlPO 



34, chemin des Colombettes 

Celine Faust 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/318 (July 1998) 


002685775 


Copy for the International Searching Authority (ISA/EP) 

ATENT COOPERATION TRE "Y 


PCT/EP99/01729 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION RELATING TO PRIORITY CLAIM 

(PCT Rules 26bis.1 and 26bis.2 and 
Administrative Instructions, Sections 402 and 409) 


To: 


HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND 
GMBH 

Patent- und Lizenzabteilung 

Gebaude K 801 

D-65926 Frankfurt am Main 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
22 June 1999 (22.06.99) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013KWO 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/EP99/01729 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 1999 (17.03.99) 

Applicant 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND GMBH et a! 


The applicant is hereby notified of the following in respect of the priority clainn(s) made in the international application. 

l.fXl Correction of priority clainn. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: 14 June 1 999 (14.06.99), 
the following priority clainn has been corrected to read as follows: 

DE 01 October 1 998 (01 . 1 0.98) 298 1 7 526.6 

I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 


2. Q Addition of priority claim. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: , 
the following priority claim has been added: 

I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 

3. 1 I As a result of the correction and/or addition of (a) priority claim(s) under items 1 and/or 2, the (earliest) priority date is: 

4. Q Priorrty claim considered not to have been made. 

I I The applicant failed to respond to the Invitation under Rule 26bis.2(a) (Form PCT/IB/316) within the prescribed time limit. 

I I The applicant's notice was received after the expiration of the prescribed time limit under Rule 26bis.1 (a). 

I I The applicant's notice failed to correct the priority claim so as to comply with the requirements of Rule 4.10. 

The applicant may, before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed and subject to the 
payment of a fee, request the International Bureau to publish, together with the international application, information 
concerning the priority claim. See Rule 26bis.2(c) and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I, Annex 82(18). 

5. Q In case where multiple priorities have been claimed, the above item(s) relate to the following priority claim(s): 


6. A copy of this notification has been sent to the receiving Office and 
[X] to the International Searching Authority (where the international search report has not yet been issued). 
[X] the designated Offices (which have already been notified of the receipt of the record copy). 



Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WlPO 



34, chemin des Colombettes 


Celine Faust 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No. (41-22) 

338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/318 (July 1998) 002685775 


Copy for the receiving Office (RO/EP) 

ATENT COOPERATION TRL TY 


PCT/EP99/01729 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION RELATING TO PRIORITY CLAIM 

(PCT Rules 26bis.1 and 26bis.2 and 
Adnninistrative Instructions, Sections 402 and 409) 


To: 


HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND 
GMBH 

Patent- und Lizenzabtetlung 

Gebaude K 801 

D-65926 Frankfurt am Main 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
22 June 1999 (22.06.99) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013KWO 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/EP99/01729 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 1999 (17.03.99) 

Applicant 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND GMBH et al 


The applicant is hereby notified of the following in respect of the priority claim(s) made in the international application. 

1 . [X] Correction of priority claim. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: 1 4 June 1 999 (14.06.99), 
the following priority claim has been corrected to read as follows: 

DE 01 October 1998 (01.10.98) 298 17 526.6 
I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 

2.1 I Addition of priority claim. In accordance with the applicant's notice received on: , 
the following priority claim has been added: 

I I even though the indication of the number of the earlier application is missing. 

I I even though the following indication in the priority claim is not the same as the corresponding indication appearing 
in the priority document: 


3. 1 I As a result of the correction and/or addition of (a) priority claim(s) under items 1 and/or 2, the (earliest) priority date is: 

4. Q Priority claim considered not to have been made. 

I I The applicant failed to respond to the Invitation under Rule 26bis.2(a) (Form PCT/IB/316) within the prescribed time limit 

I I The applicant's notice was received after the expiration of the prescribed time limit under Rule 26bis.1(a). 

I I The applicant's notice failed to correct the priority claim so as to comply with the requirements of Rule 4.10. 

The applicant may, before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed and subject to the 
payment of a fee, request the International Bureau to publish, together with the international application, information 
concerning the priority claim. See Rule 26bis.2(c) and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I, Annex B2(IB). 

5. 1 I In case where multiple priorities have been claimed, the above item(s) relate to the following priority claim(s): 


6. A copy of this notification has been sent to the receiving Office and 
fx] to the International Searching Authority (where the international search report has not yet been issued). 
[X] the designated Offices (which have already been notified of the receipt of the record copy). 


The International Bureau of WIPO 

Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 

Celine Faust 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/318 (July 1998) 002685775 


Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

rATENT COOPERATION TRE^.i Y 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.l and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

21 January 2000(21,01.00) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013KWO 


To: 


AVENTIS PHARMA DEUTSCHLAND GMBH 
Patent- und Lizenzabteilung 
Industriepark Hochst - Gebaude K 
801 

D-65926 Frankfurt am Main 
ALLEMAGNE 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/EP99/01729 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

17 March 1999(17.03.99) 


1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant [[] the inventor Q the agent 


□ 


the common representative 


Name and Address 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND 
GMBH 

Bruningstrasse 50 
D-65929 Frankfurt am Main 
Germany 


State of Nationality 

1 State of Residence 

DE 

1 

Telephone No. 


0281/85 49 470 


Facsimile No. 


069/35-7175 


Teleprinter No. 


I [ the person 


the name 


[X] the address the nationality Q the residence 


Name and Address 

AVENTIS PHARMA DEUTSCHLAND GMBH 

D-65926 Frankfurt am Main 

Germany 

State of Nationality 
DE 

1 

Telephone No. 

0281/85 49 470 


Facsimile No. 



069/ 35-7175 



Teleprinter No. 


3- Further observations, if necessary: j^„^ 

Please also note the change in the address for correspondence. 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
Px] the receiving Office 
I I the International Searching Authority 
fx] the International Preliminary Examining Authority 


I I the designated Offices concerned 
^X] the elected Offices concerned 

□ 


other: 


The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

N. Wagner 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 


003064374 


INTERNATIONALfR RECHERCHENBERICHT 

9 m 


ernationales Aktenzeichen 

CT/EP 99/01729 


A. KLASSIFIZIERUNG DES ANMELDUNGSGEGENSTANDES 

IPK 6 B01L3/00 G01N21/03 


Nach der Internationalen Patent klassifikation (IPK) oder nach der nationalen Klassifikation und der IPK 


B. RECHERCHIERTE GEBIETE 


Recherchierter Mindestprufstoff ( Klassifikation ssystem und Klassifikationssymbole ) 

IPK 6 BOIL GOIN 


Recherchierte aber nicht zum Mindestprufstoff gehorende Veroffentlichungen, soweit diese unter die recherchierten Gebiete fallen 


Wahrend der Internationalen Recherche konsultierte elektronische Datenbank (Name der Datenbank und evtl. verwendete Suchbegriffe) 


C. ALS WESENTLICH ANGESEHENE UNTERLAGEN 


Kategorie" 

Bezeichnung der Veroffentlrchung, soweit erforderlich unter Angabe der In Betracht kommenden Telle 

Betr. Anspruch Nr. 

P,A 

DE 197 12 484 A (GREINER GMBH) 

1. Oktober 1998 (1998-10-01) 
Zusammenf assung; AbbUdungen 1,2,6 
Spalte 1, Zeile 66 - Spalte 3, Zeile 27 
Spalte 5, Zeile 30 - Spalte 6, Zeile 16 

1-4 

A 

US 5 487 872 A (HAFEMAN DEAN G ET AL) 
30. Januar 1996 (1996-01-30) 
in der Anmeldung erwahnt 
Ziisammenf assung 

Spalte 2, Zeile 3 - Spalte 2, Zeile 29 
Spalte 3, Zeile 66 - Spalte 4, Zeile 57 

1,2,4 

A 

EP 0 571 661 A (PACKARD INSTRUMENT CO INC) 

1. Dezember 1993 (1993-12-01) 
Zusammenf assung; Abbildung 1 
Spalte 1, Zeile 44 - Spalte 2, Zeile 14 
Spalte 2, Zeile 47 - Spalte 3, Zeile 57 

-/-- 

1-4 


m 


Weitere Veroffentlichungen sind der Fortsetzung von Feld C zu 
entnehmen 


Siehe Anhang Patentfamilie 


* Besondere Kategorien von angegebenen Veroffentlichungen 

"A" Veroffentlichung, die den allgemeinen Stand derTechnik definiert, 
aber nicht als besonders bedeutsam anzusehen ist 


alteres Dokument, das jedoch erst am oder nach dem internationalen 
Anmeldedatum verdffentlicht worden ist 


Veroffentlichung, die geeignet ist, einen Prioritatsanspruch zweifelhaft er- 
scheinen zu lassen, oderdurch die das Veroffentlichungsdatum einer 
anderen im Recherchenbericht genannten Veroffentlichung belegt werden 
soli Oder die aus einem anderen besonderen Grund angegeben ist (wie 
ausgefuhrt) 

"O" Veroffentlichung. die sich auf eine mundliche Offenbarung. 

eine Benutzung, eine Ausstellung oder andere MalBnahmen bezieht 
"P" Veroffentlichung, die vor dem internationalen Anmeldedatum, aber nach 
dem beanspoichten Prioritatsdatum verdffentlicht worden ist 


"T" Spatere Veroffentlichung, die nach dem internationalen Anmeldedatum 
Oder dem Prioritatsdatum verdffentlicht worden ist und mit der 
Anmeldung nicht kollidiert, sondern nur zum Verstandnis des der 
Erfindung zugrundeliegenden Prinzips oder der ihr zugrundeliegenden 
Theorie angegeben ist 

"X" Veroffentlichung von besonderer Bedeutung; die beanspnjchte Erfindung 
kann ailein aufgrund dieser Veroffentlichung nicht als neu oder auf 
erfinde rise her Tatigkett beruhend betrachtet werden 

"Y" Veroffentlichung von besonderer Bedeutung; die beanspmchte Erfindung 
kann nicht als auf erfinderischer Tatigkeit beruhend betrachtet 
werden, wenn die Veroffentlichung mit einer oder mehreren anderen 
Veroffentlichungen dieser Kategorie in Verbindung gebracht wird und 
diese Verbindung fur einen Facnmann naheliegend ist 

"&" Veroffentlichung. die Mitglied derselben Patentfamilie ist 


Datum des Abschlusses der internationalen Recherche 

12. Juli 1999 

Absendedatum des internationalen Recherche nberichts 

19/07/1999 

Name und Postanschrift der Internationalen Recherchenbehorde 
Europaisches Patentamt, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (4C1-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nf. 
Fax: (+31 -70) 340-3016 

Bevollmachtigter Bediensteter 

Runser, C 


Formblatt PCT/ISA/210 (Blatt 2) (Juli 1992) 
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INTERNATIONAL£R RECHERCHENBERICHT 


1 


^ternatlonales Aktenzeichen 

CT/EP 99/01729 


C.(Fortsetzung) ALS WESENTUCH ANGESEHENE UNTERLAGEN 


Kategorie" Bezeichnung der Veroffentiichung, soweit erforderlich unter Angabe der in Betracht kommenden Teile 


Betr. Anspruch Nr. 


P. A 


EP 0 542 422 A (GEN ATOMICS) 

19. Mai 1993 (1993-05-19) 
Zusammenfassung; Abbildungen 1,2 
Spalte 2, Zeile 59 - Spalte 3, Zeile 18 
Spalte 4, Zeile 45 - Spalte 5. Zeile 19 
Spalte 6, Zeile 21 - Spalte 7, Zeile 35 

WO 98 31466 A (CORNING INC) 

23. Juli 1998 (1998-07-23) 
Zusammenfassung; Abbildungen 1,2 
Seite 2, Zeile 22 - Seite 2, Zeile 35 
Seite 3, Zeile 24 - Seite 4, Zeile 10 
Seite 6, Zeile 18 - Seite 7, Zeile 7 

US 5 587 321 A (SMITH DONALD D ET AL) 

24. Dezember 1996 (1996-12-24) 
Zusammenfassung; Abb il dung 1 


1-4 


1-4 


Formblatt PCT/ISA/210 (Fortsetzung von Blatt 2) (Juli 1992) 


Seite 2 von 2 


INX^RNATIOMIAL SEARCH REPORT 

prmation on patent family members 


m 


ernational Application No 

CT/EP 99/01729 


Patent document 

Publication 

Patent family 

Publication 

cited in search report 

date 

member(s) 

date 


DE 19712484 


01-10-1998 


WO 


9842442 A 


01-10-1998 


US 5487872 A 30-01-1996 NONE 


EP 0571661 A 01-12-1993 US 5319436 A 07-06-1994 

DE 9218704 U 09-02-1995 

DE 69208352 D 28-03-1996 

DE 69208352 T 27-06-1996 

DE 571661 T 18-05-1995 

US 5457527 A 10-10-1995 


EP 

0542422 

A 

19-05-1993 

NONE 


WO 

9831466 

A 

23-07-1998 

AU 5959498 A 

07-08-1998 

US 

5587321 

A 

24-12-1996 

NONE 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 


VERTrAuBER die INTERNATIONALE zAvMMENARBEIT 
^AUF DEM GEBIET DES PATENTWESENS 

PCT 

INTERNATIONALER RECHERCHENBERICHT 

(Artikel 18 sowie Regein 43 und 44 PCT) 


Aktenzeichen des Anmelders Oder Anwalts 

1998/LO13KW0 

WEITERES s\ehe Mitteilung uber die Ubemnittlung des intemationalen 

Recherchenberichts (Formblatt PCT/ISA/220) sowie, soweit 
VORGEHEN zutreffend, naclistehender Punkt 5 

Internationales Aktenzeichen 

PCT/EP 99/01729 

Internationales Anmeldedatum 
(T ag/Monat/Jahr) 

17/03/1999 

(Fruhestes) Prioritatsdatum (Tag/Monat/Jahr) 

27/03/1998 

Anmelder 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND GMBH et al . 


Dieser intemationale Recherchenbericht wurde von der Intemationalen Recherchenbehorde erstellt und wird denn Anmelder gemaR 
Artikel 18 ubenmittett, Eine Kopie wird dem Intemationalen Buro ubermittelt. 

Dieser intemationale Recherchenbericht umfaBt insgesamt __3 Blatter. 

nn Daruber hinaus liegt ihm jeweils eine Kopie der in diesem Bericht genannten Unteriagen zum Stand der Technik bei. 


1 . Grundlage des Berichts 

a. Hinslchtlich der Sprache ist die intemationale Recherche auf der Goindlage der intemationalen Anmeldung in der Sprache 
durchgefuhrt worden, in dersie eingereicht wurde, sofem unter diesem Punkt nichts anderes angegeben ist. 

I I Die intemationale Recherche ist auf der Grundlage einer bei der Behorde eingereichten Ubersetzung der intemationalen 
Anmeldung (Regel 23.1 b)) durchgefuhrt worden. 

b. Hinslchtlich der in der intemationalen Anmeldung offenbarten Nucleotid- und/oder Aminosauresequenz ist die intemationale 
Recherche auf der Grundlage des Sequenzprotokolls durchgefuhrt worden, das 

I I in der intemationalen Anmeldung in Schriflicher Fonn enthalten ist. 

I I zusammen mit der intemationalen Anmeldung in compute riesbarer Form eingereicht worden ist. 

I I bei der Behorde nachtraglich in schriftlicher Form eingereicht worden ist. 

I I bei der Behorde nachtraglich in compute riesbarer Form eingereicht worden ist. 

I I Die Erklarung, daB das nachtraglich eingereichte schriftliche SequenzprotokotI nicht uber den Offenbarungsgehaft der 
intemationalen Anmeldung im Anmeldezeitpunkt hinausgeht, wurde vorgelegt. 

I I Die Erklarung, daB die in computerlesbarer Form erfaBten Informationen dem schriftlichen Sequenzprotokoll entsprechen, 
wurde vorgelegt. 

2. 1^ Bestimmte Anspruche haben sich als nIcht recherchlerbar erwiesen (siehe Feid t). 

3. Mangelnde Einheitllchkelt der Erffndung (siehe Feld II). 

4. Hinslchtlich der Bezelchnung der Erfindung 

I I wird der vom Anmelder eingereichte Wortlaut genehmigt. 
I X I wurde der Wortlaut von der Behorde wie folgt festgesetzt: 

MINIATURISIERTE MIKROTITERPLATTE FUR HOCHDURCHSATZ-SCREENING 


5. Hinslchtlich der Zusammenfassung 

py^ wird der vom Anmelder eingereichte Wortlaut genehmigt. 

I wurde der Wortlaut nach Regel 38.2b) in der in Feld II! angegebenen Fassung von der Behorde festgesetzt. Der 

I I Anmelder kann der Behorde innerhalb eines Monats nach dem Datum der Absendung dieses intemationalen 

Recherchenberichts eine Stellungnahme vorlegen. 

6. Folgende Abblldung der Zelchnungen ist mit der Zusammenfassung zu veroffentlichen: Abb. Nr. _] 


nn wie vom Anmelder vorgeschlagen keinederAbb. 
I I well der Anmelder selbst keine Abbildung vorgeschlagen hat. 
I I weii diese Abbildung die Erfindung besser kennzeichnet. 


Formblatt PCT/ISA/210 (Blatt 1) (Juli 1998) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
1998/L013PCT 

irnu iriTuxMiru Ai-TiriM Notification of Transmittal of International 
I^OK 1^ UKIHILR ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 

International application No. 

PCT/EP99/01729 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 1999(17.03.99) 

Priority date {day/month/year) 

21 March 1998 (27.03.98) 

International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
BOIL 3/00 

Applicant 

AVENTIS PHARMA DEUTSCHLAND GMBH 


1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 


This REPORT consists of a total of 


. sheets, including this cover sheet. 


I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
' — ' been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 


These annexes consist of a total of 


sheets. 


3. 


CZ3 


I 

12SI 

II 

□ 

III 

□ 

IV 

□ 

V 


VI 

□ 

VII 

□ 

VIII 



o 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appli^bility 
Lack of unity of invention 


o 


CD 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 


Date of submission of the demand 

13 October 1999(13.10.99) 

Date of completion of this report 

05 January 2000 (05.01.2000) 

Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 
Facsimile No. 

Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 


Form PCT/IPE A/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 





International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

PCT/EP99/01729 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article J 4 are referred to in this report as "originally fled" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

1 [ the international application as originally filed. 



[^<J the description. 

pages I -4 

pages 

pages 

, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of - 



pages 

, filed with the letter of . 


[X] the claims. 

Nos. 1-4 

, as originally filed. 



Nos. 

, as amended under Article 19, 


Nos. 

, filed with the demand. 



Nos. 

, filed with the letter of 



Nos. 

, filed with the letter of 


[X] the drawings, 

sheets/fig 1/2-2/2 

sheets/fig 

sheets/fig 

, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 



sheets/fig 

, filed with the letter of 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


Intemaiional application No. 
PCT/EP 99/01729 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


I . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 


1-4 


1-4 


1-4 


YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 


2. Citations and explanations 

1. The application relates to a miniaturized microtiter 
plate . 

The dimensions indicated in Claim 1 for the diameter 
of the vessels, the layer thickness of the glass 
base and the distance between the outer vessels and 
the edge of the glass base cannot be derived from 
the documents cited in the search report. 
EP-A-0542422 describes a microtiter plate of which 
the floor is made of plastic and of which the wells 
have a diameter of approximately 2 mm. 
In the microtiter plate according to EP-A-057 1 661 , 
the base is made of plastic and is 1.5 mm thick. 
WO 98/31466 discloses a microtiter plate with a 
plastics floor which is 2.5 mm thick. 
US-A-5587321 does not indicate the diameter of the 
vessels or the base thickness. 

Owing to the claimed features, analyses can be 
carried out with the microtiter plate using confocal 
optics, which was not possible with conventional 
microtiter plates. 

Claim 1 and dependent Claims 2 to 4 therefore meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/EP 99/01729 


VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

2. Claim 1 should specify clearly that the bodies of the 
microtiter plate are made of plastic (PCT Article 6) . 
The use of parentheses should be avoided. 
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PATEMT COOPERATION TREATY 

INTERISSATIOMAL PRELIMINARY EXASViBNATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agents file reference 
IP14535 

See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTIO^S Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 

International application No. 
PCT/GB99/01729 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
02/06/1999 

Priority date (day/month/year) 
05/06/1998 

International Patent Classification (IPC) or nal 
B08B9/093 

tional classification and IPC 

Applicant 

MATCON (R & D) LIMITED et al. 


1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet, 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 


3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I S Basis of the report 

II □ Priority 

III S Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
tV S Lack of unity of invention 

V S Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations suporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VII S Certain defects in the international application 

VIII Certain observations on the international application 


Date of submission of the demand 


05/01/2000 


Date of completion of this report 


10.08.2000 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer 
Benze, W 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 2085 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/GB99/01 729 


I. Basis of the r port 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed' and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments): 

Description, pages: 

1 -8 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire int mational application. 
K claims Nos. 5, 7, 9-16. 

because: 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 1 ) (January 1994) 


INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAfVilNATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/GB99/01 729 


S the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 1-4, 6, 8, 17-19 relate to the following subject matter 
which does not require an intemationai preliminary examination {specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements belov\/) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so Inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

K no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 5, 7, 9, 12. 
IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

K neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

la not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the intemationai application were the subject of intemationai preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

□ all parts. 

K the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-4, 6, 8, 17-19. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/GB99/01 729 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Vil. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 


Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-4.6.8.17-19 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-4,6.8.17-19 

Yes: Claims 1-19 

No: Claims 
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Re Point IV. 

See item 2. below. 


Re Point V. 

1 . An apparatus for providing a flow of washing fluid to apparatus 
(Polymerisationsreaktoren) for handling flowable particulate material is known 
from DE-A-36 37 060, comprising an inlet and an outlet (7) for washing fluid and 
including a device (4, 9) for delivering washing liquid and for obviating flow of 
particulate material to the inlet. 

The device (4) is a non-return valve. 

The non-return valve comprises a slidable member (4) mounted under pressure of 
means (6) biasing said member towards the inlet. 

The slidable member comprises a valve poppet (4, 5) and the means biasing the 
poppet (5) towards the inlet comprises a spring (6). 

The valve poppet (4, 5) comprises a part (5) for sealing engagement with a 
complementary part (22) of a body of the device whereby to obviate reverse flow 
through the inlet. 

The valve poppet is mounted for slidable engagement in a bore (lower part of 
housing 3) of the device and comprising means (bore of poppet (4) and outlets 
(7)) to allow passage of fluid from the inlet to the outlet along the bore. 

Claims 1 to 4, 6 and 8 lack novelty and do not meet, thus, the requirements of 
Article 33 of the PCT. 

2. The subject-matter of the independent claim is already known (see the grounds 
for this objection above). The requisite unity of invention (Rule 13.1 PCT) 
therefore no longer exists inasmuch as a technical relationship involving one or 
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more of the same or corresponding special technical features in the sense of Rule 
13.2 PCT does not exist between the subject-matter of the following groups of 
dependent claims: 


3. Claim 17 is redundant with claim 1, lacks novelty (Article 33 PCT) and 
conciseness (Article 6 PCT), 

4. The same seems to be true for claims 18 and 19, 
Re Point VII. 

5. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document DE-A-36 37 060 is not mentioned in the description, 
nor is this document identified therein. 

6. The references to figures 3 and 4 on pages 7 and 8 seem to be inverted. 
Re Point VIII. 

7. The application contains no explanation of the meaning of IBC and MATCON, 
found on page 1, 

8. Although the independent claim is drafted in the two-part form, the features listed 
in item 1. above are incorrectly placed in the characterising portion, as they are 
disclosed in document DE-A-36 37 060 in combination with the features placed in 
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Claim 5: 
claim 7: 
claim 9: 


claims 10, 11: 
claims 12, 13 
claims 14, 15 
claim 16: 


Spring is mounted internally of the poppet; 

Frusto-conical engagement parts; 

Passage is an orifice through the wall of the poppet; 

Nozzle(s); rotary no2zle(s); 

An (undefined) device (21); 

An undefined device (31); retractable; 

Floating impeller; 
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the preamble (Rule 6.3(b) PCX). 
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VERTRAG UBER DIE INTERNATIONALE ZUSAMMENARHEIT AUF,DEJj(L. 

GEBIET DES PATENTWESENS "RECD JANIODC 


PCT 

INTERNATIONALER VORLAUFIGER PRUFUNGSBERICHT 

(Artikel 36 und Regel 70 PCT) 


Aktenzeichen des Anmelders oder Anwalts 
1998/L013 PCT 

slehe MItteilung Ciber die Obersendung des internationalen 
WEITERES VORGEHEN vorlauflgen PrOfungsbericht (Formblatt PCT/IPEA/416) 

Internationales Aktenzeichen 
PCT/EP99/01729 

1 nternationales Anmeldedatum (Tag/Monat/Jahr) 
17/03/1999 

Prioritatsdatum (Tag/Monat/Tag) 
27/03/1998 


Internationale Patenti<lasslfication (IRK) oder nationale Klasslfikation und IPK 
B01L3/00 


Anmelder 

HOECHST MARION ROUSSEL DEUTSCHLAND GMBH et al. 


1 . Dieser internationale vorlauf ige Prufungsbericht wurde von der mit der Internationale vorlaufigen Prufung beauftragte 
Behorde erstellt und wird dem Annnelder gemaB Artikel 36 ubermittelt. 


2. Dieser BERICHT umfaBt insgesamt 4 Blatter einschlieBlich dieses Deckblatts. 

□ AuBerdem liegen dem Berlcht ANLAGEN bei; dabei handett es sich urn Blatter mit Beschreibungen, Anspruchen 
und/oder Zelchnungen, die geSndert wurden und diesem Bericht zugrunde liegen, und/oder Blatter mit vor dies r 
Behorde vorgenommenen Berichtigungen (siehe Regel 70.16 und Abschnitt 607 der Venwaltungsrichtlinien zum PCT). 

Diese Aniagen umfassen insgesamt Blatter. 


3. Dieser Bericht enthalt Angaben zu folgenden Punkten: 

I S Grundlage des Berichts 

II □ Prioritat 

III □ Keine Erstellung eines Gutachtens uber Neuheit. erfinderische Tatigkeit und gewerbllche Anwendbarkeit 

IV □ Mangelnde Elnheitlichkeit der Erfindung 

V S Begrundete Feststellung nach Artikel 35(2) hinsichtlich der Neuheit, der erfinderische Tatigkeit und d r 

gewerbllche Anwendbarkeit; Unterlagen und Erklarungen zur Stutzung dieser Feststellung 

VI □ Bestimmte angefuhrte Unterlagen 

VII □ Bestimmte Mangel der Internationalen Anmeldung 

VIII S Bestimmte Bemerkungen zur internationalen Anmeldung 


Datum der Einreichung des Antrags 
13/10/1999 

Datum der Fertigstellung dieses Berichts 

0 5. 01. 00 

Name und Postanschrift der mit der internationalen vorlaufigen 
Prufung beauftragten Behorde: 

^ Europaisches Patentamt 
/«H D-80298 Munchen 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 

Bevotlmachtigter Bediensteter ^^^^^sSo^TJ^^s^ 

f J) 11 

Tragoustis, M \\ i/ 

Tel. Nr. +49 89 2399 8623 
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INTERNATIONALER VORLAUFIGER 
PRUFUNGSBERICHT 


Internationales Aktenzeichen PCT/EP99/01 729 


I. Grundlage d s Berichts 

1 . Dieser Bericht wurde erstellt auf der Grundlage {Ersatzblatter, die dem Anmeldeamt auf eine Aufforderung nach 
Artikel 14 hin vorgelegt warden, gelten im Rahmen dieses Berichts als "ursprunglich eingereiclit" and sind ihm 
nicht beigefugt, weil sie keine Anderungen enthalten,): 

Beschreibung, Seiten: 

1-4 ursprungliche Fassung 

Patentanspruche, Nr.: 

1-4 ursprungliche Fassung 

Zeichnungen, Blatter: 

1/2,2/2 ursprungliche Fassung 


2. Aufgrund der Anderungen sind folgende Unterlagen fortgefallen: 

□ Beschreibung, Seiten: 

□ Anspruche, Nr.: 

□ Zeichnungen, Blatt: 

3. □ Dieser Bericht ist ohne Beruckslchtigung (von einigen) der Anderungen erstellt worden, da diese aus den 

angegebenen Grunden nach Auffassung der Behorde uber den Offenbarungsgehalt In der ursprunglich 
eingereichten Fassung hinausgehen (Regel 70.2(c)): 


4. Etwalge zusatzliche Bemerkungen: 


V. Begrundete Feststellung nach Artikel 35(2) hinsichtlich der Neuheit, der erfinderischen Tatigkeit und d r 
gewerblichen Anwendbarkeit; Unterlagen und Erklarungen zur Stiitzung dieser Feststellung 

1. Feststellung 

Neuheit(N) Ja: Anspruche 1-4 

Nein: Anspruche 

Erfinderische Tatigkeit (ET) Ja: Anspruche 1 -4 

Nein: Anspruche 

Gewerbliche Anwendbarkeit (GA) Ja: Anspruche 1-4 

Nein: Anspruche 
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Internationales Aktenzeichen PCT/EP99/01 729 


2. Unterlagen und Erklarungen 
siehe Beiblatt 

VIII. Bestimmte Bemerkungen zur Internationalen Anmeldung 

Zur Klartieit der Patentanspruche, der Beschreibung und der Zeichnungen oder zu der Frage, ob die Anspruche 
in vollem Umlang durch die Beschreibung gestutzt werden, ist folgendes zu bemerken: 

siehe Beiblatt 


Formbiatt PCT/lPEA/409 (Felder 1-VIH. Blatt 2) (Januar 1994) 


INTERNATIONALER VORLAUFIGER 
PRUFUNGSBERICHT - BEIBLATT 


Internationales Aktenzeichen PCT/EP99/01 729 


1 . Die Anmeldung betrifft sine miniaturisierte Mikrotiterplatte. 

Die im Anspruch 1 angegebenen Dimensionen fur den Durchmesser der GefaBe, 
fur die Schichtdicke des Glasbodens und fur den Abstand zwischen den auBeren 
GefaBen und dem Rand des Glasbodens sind aus den im Recherchenbericht 
zitierten Dokumenten nicht ableitbar. 

In EP-A-0542422 wird eine Mikrotiterplatte beschrieben, deren Boden aus 
Kunststoff gebildet ist und deren Wells einen Durchmesser von ca 2 mm haben. 
In der Mikrotiterplatte gemaB EP-A-0571661 ist der Boden aus Kunstoff und hat 
eine Dicke von 1 .5 mm . 

WO 98/31466 offenbart eine Mikrotiterplatte mit einem Kunststoffboden, der eine 
Dicke von 2.5 mm hat. 

In US-A-5587321 werden keine Angaben iiber den Durchmesser der GefaBe oder 
die Bodendicke gemacht. 

Durch die beanspruchten Merkmale konnen mit der Mikrotiterplatte Analysen mit 
Hilfe einer konfokalen Optik durchgefuhrt werden, was mit konventionellen 
Mikrotiterplatten nicht mogiich war. 

Anspruch 1 und die abhangigen Anspruche 2-4 erfullen somit die Erfordernisse 
des Art. 33 PCT. 

2. Im Anspruch 1 sollte klargestellt werden, daB der Korper der Mikrotiterplatte aus 
Kunststoff besteht (Art. 6 PCT). Die Benutzung von Klammern ist zu vermeiden. 
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